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What is Auditory Processing Deficits  
(APD):  Bellis 

ÅA problem or dysfunction in the central auditory 
system  (CAS). 
ÅAn ñinputò disorder that affects the way auditory 

information is processed at a variety of levels of 
the CAS. 
ÅHearing, thinking and attention abilities are 

important variablesðsynergistic issues:  positive 
and negative 
ÅLanguage and/or learning deficits may or may 

not have APD. 
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APD test behaviors:   Sharma et al 

ÅProblems with sound localization and 
lateralization 

ÅProblems with auditory discrimination, auditory 
pattern recognition, and temporal aspects of 
auditory information.  

ÅCompromised comprehension with reduced 
verbal cues such as degraded speech and in the 
presence of competing auditory signals. 



Computer analogies 

ÅChild behaves as if always in ñdial-up 
modeò but needing to learn in a ñcomcast 
environmentò 

ÅChild has difficulty ñminimizingò 
information and ñrecallingò what was 
minimized---compromising multiple 
stepped instructions.  



Potential Comorbidies of APD:  
Sharma et al.    

ÅHeterogeneous group:  diverse profiles 
related to diverse auditory weaknesses.  

ÅReceptive and expressive language delay 

ÅReading disorders  

ÅWritten language disorders 

 

 


